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LABELING COMMITTEE SUBMITS REPORT 


The Committee on Standards and Labeling met at Washing- 
ton on September 25th, and the following day made its final 
report to Division Administrator Armin W. Riley. The report, 
besides embodying a statement of policy and methods of pro- 
cedure, made definite recommendations with respect to descrip- 
tive labeling for seven commodities. Because of its comprehen- 
sive character and its interest to every member of the industry, 
the report will be issued in printed form and distributed to all 
canners. 


THREE FISH CANNING INDUSTRIES EXCLUDED FROM 
FISHERIES CODE 


The National Recovery Administration on September 25 


announced its approval of petitions filed by the tuna, Pacific 
clam, and South Atlantic-Gulf shrimp and oyster canners to be 
excluded from the provisions of the fisheries code and included 
under the canning code. The NRA announcement stated: 

The National Recovery Administration today excluded three 
fish canning industries at their request from all provisions of 
the code for the fishery industry and placed them under the code 
for the canning industry. The industries are tuna fish canning, 
the Pacific Coast clam packing, and shrimp and oyster canning 
in the South Atlantic and Gulf States area. 

Tuna fish canning was defined to include canning Albacore, 

bluefin tuna, bonito, skipjack, yellowfin tuna, and yellowtail 
taken in the waters of the Pacific Ocean. The petitioners for 
this classification under the canning code instead of the fishery 
code claimed to represent the entire industry. They are the 
California Fish Canners’ Association of Los Angeles and the 
California Packing Corp. of San Francisco. 
_ _ The “South Atlantic and Gulf States area” was defined to 
include North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas. The petition was pre- 
sented by a group of 26 companies claiming to represent most 
of the industry. 


4189 


> 
No, 521 
q 
| 


4190 INFORMATION LETTER 


The Pacific Coast Clam Packers Association of Seattle, peti- 
tioners on behalf of Pacific clam packers, claims that its 20 
members represent 90 per cent of the industry. 


The fishery code provides that any division of the industry 
may petition for exclusion from that code. The canning code 
provides for inclusion of any canning industry upon exclusion 
from any other code. 


All three orders are effective immediately. 


SURPLUS CATTLE PURCHASING AND CANNING PROGRAM 


With last week’s Information Letter there was mailed a 
press release issued by the Department of Agriculture on Sep- 
tember 22 relative to the cattle purchasing program of the Agri- 
cultural Adjustment Administration. 


With reference to the canning program, the following state- 
ment regarding the distribution of beef for canning by processors 
operating under either state or federal contracts was obtained 
from the office of Lieutenant Commander Clark, Director of Pro- 
curement of the Federal Surplus Relief Corporation, on Sep- 
tember 25: 


“The Department of Agriculture is now revising its pro- 
gram for the purchase of cattle from the drought areas. For the 
present, at least, cattle will not come forward in sufficient 
amounts to fully satisfy the processing capacity which we have 
built up in our Federal and State programs. We are now try- 
ing to balance our operations so that such cattle as do come for- 
ward will be distributed to the best possible advantage. We 
are giving full consideration to individuals or companies which 
have incurred any considerable expense to enable them to par- 
ticipate in the various state programs and we are arranging 
tentative programs for the individual states which will be in line 
with the reduced purchasing schedule and which will at the 
same time accomplish our objectives.” 


BIDS FOR OCTOBER CANNING OF MUTTON DISTRIBUTED 

Schedule 104, issued by the Federal Surplus Relief Corpora- 
tion, calling for bids on the canning of mutton under the Surplus 
Relief program were mailed to all canners direct by the Federal 
Surplus Relief Corporation this week. It is understood that all 
of this canning will be under the Federal contracts direct. The 
state administrators will not be asked to assist in the canning of 
this mutton. The provisions of Schedule 104 are practically 
identical with the parboiling procedure given in Schedule 102 for 
the canning of beef. The non-parboiling procedure is not per- 
mitted in the canning of mutton. 
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THE HANDLING OF FROZEN MEAT FOR CANNING 


Certain states are encouraging the canning of beef by the 
non-parboiling procedure, that is, the raw meat is packed into 
the cans direct and processed entirely after the cans are closed. 
If the meat is received at the canning factory in a frozen condi- 
tion, two possibilities present themselves. The frozen meat may 
be cut into small pieces and packed into the cans direct. If the 
required weight of meat, that is, 19 ounces for a No. 2 can can- 
not be packed into the can while the meat is frozen, the blocks of 
frozen meat may be cut into fairly small pieces and allowed to 
thaw at room temperature. With sufficiently small pieces this 
should not take too long a time; possibly partial thawing of such 
small pieces would enable the cans to be filled properly. Either 
of these procedures has been approved by the Bureau of Animal 
Industry for this emergency canning of beef. If a steam exhaust 
is used additional time must be allowed to thaw the meat. A 
few experiments will show the extra time necessary under the 
particular conditions of operation. 


LABELING OF SURPLUS RELIEF CANNED BEEF 


The canned beef prepared for the Federal Surplus Relief 
Corporation was first referred to as “roast beef.” The commer- 
cial article of canned roast beef is in quite large pieces and much 
of the meat being canned at present for the Surplus Relief Cor- 
poration is in rather small pieces. Because of this, the Surplus 
Relief Corporation has suggested that the product be called 
plain “beef.” 

There is no requirement in any of the schedules regarding 
the wording of the explanatory statement following the name 
of the product on the label. Some canners have used the state- 
ment “Parboiled and Steam Roasted.” Others have used the 
statement “Parboiled and Steam Cooked.” Still others favor the 
term “Parboiled” alone. Certain of the Bureau of Animal In- 
dustry inspectors have held that the canned product is really not 
roasted in the proper sense of the term and have objected to the 
use of the term “Steam Roasted.” 

Conference with Bureau of Animal Industry officials in 
Washington last week brought out that this Bureau is not in- 
clined to make specific demands regarding the wording of the 
explanatory statement. Any of the three statements quoted 
above is satisfactory to this Bureau for the products now being 
canned for the Surplus Relief Corporation by the usual parboil- 
ing procedure. Furthermore, Lieutenant Commander Clark of 
the Federal Surplus Relief Corporation has stated that canners 
who have purchased a supply of lithographed cans bearing the 
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statement “Roast Beef” may use these cans for the product they 
are preparing. 

Some of the states are now canning meat by the non-par- 
boiling procedure. Such cans should be labeled in a way to dis- 
tinguish the product from that prepared by the usual parboiling 
procedure. The statement “Beef Without Parboiling” has been 
suggested as indicating clearly the nature of the product. How- 
ever, the Bureau is not inclined to insist on any particular word- 
ing so long as the information given is correct. 


BASIC CODE OFFERED GROCERY MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 


The National Recovery Administration on September 22 
announced its approval of a grocery manufacturing code which 
will be offered to all uncodified grocery manufacturing industries 
and also as an optional code to those who already have their own 
code approved. This is in direct line with the NRA policy of 
code simplification, according to Division Administrator Armin 
W. Riley, in charge of the Administration’s Food Division, and 
will take the place of the general basic code as required by 
Administrative Order X-61, so far as the grocery manufacturing 
industries are concerned. 


The NRA announcement states, in part: 


According to the terms of the order approving the code, there will 
be no compulsion for those grocery manufacturing industries already codi- 
fied to come under this code. A cordial invitation to do so, however, will 
be extended. Those grocery manufacturing industries not already codified 
are also urged to apply for this code. If no action has been taken within 
30 days by those still not codified, hearings will be held in accordance 
with Administrative Order X-61. 


Mr. Riley announced that a considerable group of industries concerned 
had already indicated their desire to come under the basic code if and 
when it should be approved. Others are expected to follow as soon as the 
terms and advantages of the new code have been explained to them. 

As to the terms of the code itself, the labor provisions are drawn so 
as to approximate, as closely as possible, those in the codes already ap- 
proved. A maximum work week of 40 hours is established, with engineers 
and firemen permitted to work 44; deliverymen, outside truck drivers, and 
chauffeurs, 48; and watchmen, 56. An extra six hours per week for eight 
weeks in any calendar year, to be paid for at the rate of time and one- 
third, is provided to take care of unusual or peak demands. Time and 
one-third must also be paid for all hours worked on national legal holidays. 

Minimum weekly wages for clerical workers are based upon popula- 
tion, the rate being $16 in cities of over 500,000; $15 in cities between 
250,000 and 500,000; and $14 in other places, with the following exceptions: 
A limited number of office boys may be paid at the rate of $2 less per 
week than the standard established, and watchmen must be paid no less 
than $18 per week for a 56-hour week. A minimum hourly rate of 40 cents 
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in the north and 35 cents in 13 southern states is provided for other em- 
ployes. Employes engaged in light work commonly performed by female 
operatives may be paid 5 cents less than the minimums established, but 
females performing substantially the same work as males must be paid at 
the same rate. 


Each industry which elects to come under the code retains its own 
autonomy through its own code authority. In addition, there shall be 
constituted a National Food and Grocery Manufacturing Advisory Board, 
to consist of one member from each individual industry under the code. 
If an industry has any special problems that must be covered by special 
trade practice provisions, such provisions can be made a supplement to 
the basic code. 


The code provides for open prices, restricts sales to the prices as filed, 
and forbids destructive price cutting. Unearned service payments are 
forbidden, and no brokerage or commission may be paid to a trade buyer. 
The code also includes the genera! prohibitions of commercial bribery, 
fraudulent advertising, unfair substitution, false labeling, and unfair inter- 
ference with a competitor’s business. 


The text of the order offering the code is as follows: 


“1. The Code of Fair Competition for the Grocery Manufacturing in- 
dustries is offered to each grocery manufacturing industry not yet codified 
under the Act, in lieu of the General Basic Code, and to each grocery manu- 
facturing industry now codified under the Act, in lieu of its own code. 


“2. If an application is made for said Code by any group truly repre- 
sentative of a grocery manufacturing industry and if there be no objection 
by any party in material interost after ten days published notice to all 
concerned, such Code shall, without further hearing, reference to Advisory 
Boards or other administrative action, become effective ten days after its 
approval by the Administrator, in industries employing less than fifty. 
thousand persons, or by the President in all other industries. 


“3. For the purposes of this Order, a grocery manufacturing industry 
is defined as follows: The manufacturing, processing, canning, packing, 
bottling and/or importing and sale by the manufacturer, processor, canner, 
bottler, packer or importer of any one or related group of products com- 
monly known as food and/or grocery products, except those products which 
are principally sold through other channels than the wholesale and retail 
grocery trades. 


“4, Grocery manufacturing industries are exempted from Adminis- 
trative Order X-61. (Establishing the general basic code.) 


“5. It is recognized that the policies of the Act can better be effectuated 
in the grocery manufacturing and distributing industries if all such indus- 
tries are subject to codes of fair competition containing substantially com- 
parable provisions, Accordingly, all uncodified grocery manufacturing in- 
dustries which desire codification are requested to apply for this Code; and 
al! codified grocery manufacturing industries are requested to consult the 
Administrator with a view to applying for this code or adopting such modi- 
— of their own codes as will result in such substantially comparable 
provisions, 

“6. In accordance with the intention of paragraph 4 in Administrative 
Order X-61, hearings will be held as to any uncodified grocery manufac- 


turing industry which has not applied for this Code within thirty days 
after the date hereof.” 
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PACK OF SHRIMP 


The following table shows the pack of shrimp during the 
week of September 6-12, the week of September 13-19, inclusive, 
and the total pack from August 2 through September 19, as 
compiled by the Shrimp Section of the National Canners Asso- 
ciation. 


Sept. 6- Sept. 13- 
.12 Sept. 19 


Cases 
East C 9,202 
2, 250 


45,539 $19,749 


MACARONI CODE AMENDMENT PERMITS AGREEMENT ON 
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES FOR CODE VIOLATIONS 


Approval of an amendment to the macaroni industry code 
permitting members of that industry who desire to do so to 
enter an agreement among themselves providing for “liquidated 
damages” in cases of code violations was announced on Septem- 
ber 24 by the National Recovery Administration. 


The intention of this liquidated damages agreement is to 
avoid resorting to court action to determine the extent to which 
a code violation has harmed any person or firm. In accordance 
with the new amendment, members of the industry may agree 
that any party to the agreement will contribute a certain fixed 
sum to the treasurer of the code authority if at any future time 
that firm is found guilty of violating the code, the amount of 
the contribution to be in accordance with a fixed schedule which 
is part of the agreement and to vary in accordance with the 
kind and degree of the violation. 


The agreement is voluntary; no firm is required to sub- 
scribe to it; and it binds only those firms which do apply and 
agree to its terms. 


The amendment will become effective October 1 unless 
material objection is raised meanwhile. 


CANNED FOOD EXPORTS IN AUGUST 


Canned food exports in August showed general substantial 
increases when compared with the corresponding month last 
year. Marked increases were reported in all canned meats, con- 
densed and evaporated milk, most canned fruits, salmon and 
sardines, Of the canned vegetables, only asparagus and soup 


i: 
Sept. 12 
Cases 
20,693 
237,759 
41,036 
11,261 
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exports showed gains. The monthly statistics as compiled by 
the Department of Commerce follow: 


August, 1933 August, 1934 
Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total 1,077,037 1,389,716 
Beef 44,826 147, 


Asparagus ....... 
Baked beans, and pork and 
beans 


2 


= 


Condensed milk .... 
Evaporated milk .. 
Canned fruits, total . 
Apples and applesauce 
Apricots 
Berries, other 
Cherries 
Fruits for salad .. 
Grapefruit ..... 
Loganberries 
Peaches 
Pears . 
Pineapple .. 
Prunes 
Other 
Salmon .. 
Sardines . 
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= 
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PRODUCTION AND STOCKS OF CANNED MILK 


1934 1933 
Pounds Pounds 

Manufacturers’ stocks (case goods) Sept. 1: 

Evaporated (34 firms) ........... 161,897,875 177,536,304 

Condensed (8 firms) .... 17,432,461 16,427,911 
Total production, August: 

Evaporated (32 firms) ........... 162,628,521 143,560,915 

Condensed (7 firms) 6,470,987 4,241,406 


FRUIT AND VEGETABLE MARKET COMPETITION 


Carlot shipments as reported by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
of Agriculture 


Week endi Week ending Total for season 
Sept. 1 Sept. 22 through orn, 22. 
Commodity 1934 1933 1934 933 
Beans, snap and lima . 12,412 10,066 
Tomatoes. 855 21,613 19,240 
Green peas 5,916 7,706 
All other vegetables— 
141,505 
Competing y 
(Competing indirectly . 36 827 
ruits: 
Citrus, domestic . 1,48 122,142 
imports .. 5 331 
Others, domestic 60,943 
Index of fresh vegetable prices 
Index of canned vegetable prices 


19 
20 
Pork ees 063,047 193,704 353,987 
Other 19,108 8,303 18,846 
Canned vegetables, total .. 8,178,621 252,041 312,373 ern © 
1,416,307 139,007 1 211,900 
410/501 18,130 13,389 
96,307 9,795 14,421 
Tomatoes ................ 230407 15,989 6,370 
Other 188,876 12,549 15,741 
841,968 89,841 134,112 
. 2,804,147 147,001 817,901 
28,458,453 1,785,152 3,620,157 
... 876,019 21,436 38,074 
.... 6,166,202 294,032 173,846 
11,590 1,308 13,372 
67,770 6,449 24,644 
... 8,508,858 318,168 645,101 
. 1,480,416 80,683 26,800 
... 600,222 38,534 1,300, 91,348 
9,204,192 602,753 16,019,560 1,071,061 
.... 4,062,499 247,486 16,513,159 
8,605,078 268,022 2,971,191 7,978 
4,128 59,672 5,879 
29,897 2,153 468,125 35,498 
4,735,016 629,348 5,118,022 693,942 
... 1,859,802 76,860 2,330,227 135,911 ae ay 
— 8.81 
+ 611 
+18.28 
+62.57 
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GROWING BETTER KIDNEY BEANS 


The off-type red kidney bean known as a sport or “fader,” 
which has been so objectionable to canners in the past few 
years, is discussed very fully in the Quarterly Bulletin of the 
Michigan Agricultural Experiment Station for August, 1934. 
Suggestions are given for the identification and elimination of 
this off-type from canners’ stocks prior to canning. 


If the seed stock to be planted is questionable, a sample of 
the beans should be soaked in warm water. If a large quantity 
of the beans lose their deep red color and seem to fade out, the 
lot should not be used for seed. If only a small percentage of 
“faders” appears, the lot may be carefully hand picked. 

While it is difficult to distinguish this off-type without 
soaking, certain differences may be observed in the dry seed 
that will enable one to separate them from normal red kidneys. 
The luster is different, seeming to have a greater glossiness, 
and varies from a pinkish red to a deep red with a tinge of 
purple. A narrow, deep colored band immediately around the 
scar may also be noted. It is usually shorter than the true red 
kidney bean and is somewhat flattened, with the ends more 
square. 

This “fader” grows on a vine type of plant, in contrast to 
the bush type of plant of the normal red kidney, and such vined 
plants should be pulled out of the growing crop. The norma! 
red kidney bean has a pinkish purple blossom, and rogueing 
may therefore include plants having white or off-colored blos- 
soms. Such rogueing may best be done at early blossom time. 

Careful hand picking of seed and thorough rogueing of the 
seed plot each year should eliminate this off-type completely. 

The bulletin also gives information on planting, cultivation, 
yields, and diseases of red kidney beans. 
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